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The BDO Zone Initiative certifies ‘regional readiness’ for 
bio-manufacturing, creates global connections, and ignites an 

influx of clean energy opportunities.
.



A BDO Zone rating is a standards-based assessment of regional  
manufacturing readiness with respect to development potential of 
biofuels, renewable chemicals, biogas or bioproducts projects.

Investment grade ratings attract new bio-based manufacturing plants to 
the areas where they are most likely to succeed-- and create jobs.  

What is a BDO Zone Rating? 

What do they do?
.



BDO Zone Rating Scale



• BDO Zones undergo rigorous and extensive due diligence using a standardized framework 
of over 100 transparent and validated risk indicators. 

• “AAA”, “AA” and “A” BDO Zone Ratings identify optimal zones for new biobased development. 

BDO Zone Ratings Due Diligence



• BDO Zone Ratings are issued within the framework 
of the Standards for Biomass Supply Chain Risk. 

• National Standard in March 2021 by CSA and SCC 
(CSA W209:21). Accredited by Standards Council of 
Canada as ‘Workshop Standard’ in 2023. Slated for 
ASTM accreditation  2024.

• 6 years development by US Department of Energy 
(USDOE)/ Idaho National Labs, Ecostrat, and a 65 
member, $60B capital market ratings review 
committee. 

Recognized, Credible, Transparent, Standards-based Ratings Framework



✓ Rating Parameters: 235,000-333,000 dry tonnes 
of forest residues per yr within 120-km.

✓ Rating Outlook: Strong. Robust forestry and 
wood sectors with a long history of performance.

✓ Infrastructure profile: Excellent. Multiple 
potential site locations including the GIG which 
offers key attributes including water, electricity, 
an integrated transportation network, and ability 
to host a carbon capture hub.

MD of Greenview & County of 

Grande Prairie, AB 

‘A’ Rating

Download MD of Greenview and County of Grande Prairie 
BDO Zone rating here.

https://bdozone.org/wp-content/uploads/Grande-Prairie-MD-of-Greenview-BDO-Zone.pdf


The BDO Zone Investment Coalition
April 22, 2021: $1 Billion announced for deployment in BDO Zones

See all BDO Zone Investment Coalition members: www.bdozone.org/us/support

22 capital market leaders 
with a collective goal of 
investing $1 billion in new 
biofuel, renewable 
chemical, biogas 
manufacturing plants 
located in BDO Zones.



BDO Zones scaling rapidly in North America

Number of BDO Zones in July 2021:                           1
Number in July 2022:                   6 
Number issued or in process by Oct 2023:                       41

41 Ratings issued or in process right now:

Number of BDO Zone Rating issues expected by end 2023:            50+

✓ Conecuh County, AL✓ Grenada County, MS



Economic and GHG Impact of BDO Zones
The BDO Zones are a powerful lever to ‘move the needle’ on GHGs and jobs

• A single new renewable chemical, sustainable aviation and ground transportation fuel, or other 
biobased manufacturing plant means, on average, 321 direct, indirect, and induced jobs and more 
than $29,000,000 annually to the local economy, as well as 300,000 mt CO2e/year of GHG reduction.



BDO Zone Ratings support capital raises



BDO Zone Community Self-Assessment Tool (SAT)

• BDO Zone SAT helps communities gauge 

regional readiness for new biomass-based 

manufacturing. 

• Preliminary opinion on a BDO Zone rating 

outcomes in 15 mins.

• https://sat.bdozone.org/

https://sat.bdozone.org/


Real people, Real Ratings, Real Impact





10 Mission Areas to catalyze the global bioeconomy



www.bdozone.org

info@bdozone.org

     Want to know more?

Jordan Solomon, President, Ecostrat / Chairman BDO Zone Initiative jordan.solomon@ecostrat.com

Aryn Garswood, Head, BDO Zone Initiative                    aryn@ecostrat.com

Alan Peranson, Director of Business Development, Ecostrat / BDO Zone Initiative                  alan@ecostrat.com

  

http://www.bdozone.org/
mailto:aryn@ecostrat.com
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